IN THE
SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS

In re: Civil Assessment Schedules M.R. 29741

ORDER

The Access to Justice Act ("Act") (705 ILCS 95/1 et seq.) was enacted in 2013 with the goal of
improving meaningful access to legal information, resources and assistance for all litigants,
regarc :ss of their income or circumstances. The Act established the Statutory Court Fee ask
Force ("Task Force"), a bipartisan, multi-cameral coalition of stakeholders convened to study the
current system of fees, fines and other court costs (collectively, "assessments") imposed upon
civil and criminal litigants. The Task Force was charged with proposing recommendations to e
Supreme Court and the General Assembly to simplify the imposition, collection and distribution
of these assessments while making them more transparent, affordable, and fair.

After many months of study, the Task Force released its Report and Recommendations in 2016,
which adopted five core principles:

1. Courts should be substantially funded from general government revenue sources. Court
users may be required to pay reasonable assessments to offset a portion of the cost of the
courts borne by the put c-at-large.

2. The amount ¢ assessments should not impede access to the courts and shoul¢ e waived,
to the extent possible, for indigent litigants and the working poor.

3. Assessments should be simple, easy to understand, and uniform to the extent possible.

4. Assessments should be directly related to the operation of the court system. Assessments
impose for a particular purpose should be limited to the types of court proceedings at
i related to that purpose. Monies raised by assessments intended for a specific purpose
should be used only for that purpose.

5. > Gener: Assembly should periodically review all assessments to determine if they
should : adjusted or repealed.

In response to = Task Force's recommendations, the General Assembly enacted Public Act
100-0987 which streamlines the current statutory fee provisions into a framework of fee
schedules identifying the maximum amounts which can be assessed in each civil case category

establic zd by this Order.
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Under searance Sche ile 1, the clerk shall retain the total sum not to exceed $

The fees retained under these schedules shall be disbursed as follows:

Court Automation Fund not to exceed: $
Court Document  orage Fund not to exceed: $
Clerk Operations and Administration Fund not to exceed: $

Under Appearance Schedule 2, the clerk shall retain the total sum not to exceed $

:es retained under  ese schedules shall be disbursed as follows:

Court 1tc ation Fund not to exceed: $
Court Document Storage Fund not to exceed: $
Cle Operations and Administration Fund not to exceed: $

: Any future ¢ nges to the amount or distribution of these fees will require Supreme

t: oroval.
Signed this day of .20
Clerk of the Court Chief Circuit Judge
Please : »m completed form to the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts at
Cl eeSche tillinoiscourts.gov
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